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. Coastal Professors Join Georgetown
Students And Teachers On Project REACH
By Kay Mathias
Every child has the potential to
grow and to develop talents that he
or she may possess.
But if a child is denied nurturing and encouragement, he may
become discouraged or never realize the unique skills he holds.
This potential that young students have is the precious material
that will carry them throughout
their lives, and local teachers and
professors are taking the extra steps
to boost the potential now, through
a nationwide Rockefeller Foundation funded program called
REACH.
Project REACH (for Rural
Education Alliance for Collaborative Humanities) is a higher educa, tion/secondary school collaborative humanities project piloted by
the Bread Loaf Writing Network in
South Carolina.
REACH is supported by various agencies of the state government, including the State Department of Education. the South Carol ina Committee for the Humanities,
and the State Job Training Partnershiip Act.
Ten South Carolina rural
school districts are participating in
the three-year program. Locally
Beck Middle School in Georgetown is combining efforts with
USC Coastal Carolina College
professors on the projects.
Other participating districts
are: Pickens, York 2, Allendale,
Orangeburg 8, 1 and 2, Jasper,
Newberry, and Hampton 2 with
additional districts to be added in
subsequent years.
According to Beulah White,
team leader for the project at Beck
Middle School and sixth grade
reading and writing teacher, very
little was being done in the public
schools for the average student.
"Children who will carry on
the world for the most part are the
ones who .$et B's, ,C's•. and D's,"

White said. "This program will
exploring are one studen's internurture students, and given an opviews and 12 page paper on her
portunity these students are going
grandmother's past acccounts on
to shine."
history and another student's comWhite, along with Dr. Pat
paring and contrasting of
Georgetown's past and present
Candal, liberal arts teacher from
Georgetown, sat on the state panel
funeral procedures and concepts of
death.
that helped develop the criteria for
the proposal to Rockefeller.
"Students are developing listening and speaking skills by interFive goals are to be met by
REACH: '
viewing," said White. "The follow1. To develop, over a three year
through has been very good. Since
period, a cadre of teachers in 24
students are not using text books as
such, the chance of failure in not
rural school districts trained to
there. It's up to them. All they need
improve students' reading and
writing skills through humanities
is the tape recorder and the questions."
instruction.
"The speaker's bureau, made
2. To solidify a working partnershiop among rural public
up of professors and historians who
speak to the students, has been a
schools, colleges, universities, and
very successful part of the project,"
state agencies to foster humanities
White said.
instruction and basic skills competence.
One of the professors who'
3. To create an interactive
spoke to Beck students from
computer network designed to asCoastal was Dr. Tom Trout, professor of English.
sist in humanities instruction and
curriculum management.
According to Trout, the interest and support of the project is high
4. To provide teacher educaamong those involved with the
tion on students with exposure to
project instruction methods in rural
project, and he believes that
settings.
- REACH is a good way to help the
students connect with past genera5. To lessen the isolation of
tions.
rural teachers and students by increasing their access to resources
"It will give them a sense of
place, and it will also let them realand new .t~hnologies.
ize that there are other ways to -enSo far, these goals are being
tertain yourself other than by
met at Beck, according White.
watching TV," he said;
"We started during ChristmasWhite says Trout spoke to stutime and it's been very
dents about "a time when."
surprising,"White said. "We've
"Tom compared the past wth
had several students who have rethe present," she said. "He talked
all y taken to the idea of research ...
about the Great Depression, 20 cent
Beck's research involves 125
working days, the stock market,
students in grades 6-8 interviewing
and the cost of things."
and collecting information from
older relatives and local historians
White said that he asked the
children if they could remember
so they can learn about
when a coke was 25 cents and some
Georgetown's past historical development of induvidual commuof them did. Trout told them,
"You're getting OLD!"
nities.
White also explained how
The three subject areas inTrout relayed to students a story of
volved in the school are social studa man he once knew who used to
ies, art, and reading and writing.
work on snow tires for people in
Examples of what children are

,Thursday Night
Is
College Night
At

Ohio for one hour any time of the
day and received 20 cents for his
work.
"Now a girl can earn $11 or
more a night babysitting," Trout
said.
White also said that Trout was
asked by the students if they "used
to dance back then." Discussions
on dancing phases such as the Big
Apple and the Charleston were the
result.
Students willleilffi dance steps
from older relatives and friends and
will perform dances from specific
eras at the fashion show they plan to
have, according to White.
The fashion show will demonstrate various historical connections such as mini-skirts which
have made a comeback.
Dr. Jacqueline Gmuca, assistant professor of English at Coastal,
became a partner representative in
the program after being asked by
Dr. James Rex, vice chancellor for
A$:ademic Affairs at Coastal and
member of the steering committee
for REACH.
Gmuca worked with a team of
teachers at Beck, rather than students. She offered a variety of writing techniques and methods to the
teachers so they might improve and
develop their own writing skills and
learn some new approaches to writing ventures.
Gmuca said that she involved
the teachers with free-writing exercises and brainstorming, and that
she suggested ways that the students could look at each other's
work to isolate specific problems.
"A student can become overwhelmed when many problems are
pointed out in his or her paper,"
Gmuca said. "Concentrating on one
area or problem in the writing can
produce better results."

Rex said that the communication between teachers, professors,
and students is proving to be successful.
"The REACH project is an
exemplary example of how a public
school faculty and a college faculty
can collaborate to improve the
educational experience for students," he said. "The innovation
and cooperation that is resulting
from this partnership not only benefits the students at Beck Middle
School, but its faculties at both
institutions ...
White also believes that com·
bining efforts on the project is positive.
"It's closing a gap and making
all of us more aware," White said.
"We are working together to eliminate some of the problems students
will encounter when making the
transition to college later."
Professors participating from
Coastal this spring and next year
are: Jacqueline Gmuca, assistant
professor of English; Tom Trout,
professor of English; Preston
McKever-Floyd, part-time lecturer
of philosophy and religion; Tom
Jones, assistant professor of theatre
and speech and director of the
Wheelwright Auditorium; Sara
Sanders, assistant professor of
English; and Randall Wells, associate professor of English and
speech.
Area historians and other
speakers are: Reverend Herbert
Williams, historian from Georgetown; Pat Doyle, historian from
Georgetown; Eleanor Moody,
town historian from Andrews;
Reverend Luther Auston, landscaper/gardener from Murrells Inlet; Reverend Carl Compton, historian from Myrtle Beach; and Joy
Myers speaking on anthropology
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from Kent State University in Ohio.
When the results from the research are derived in tlle spring,
students will become involved with
Clemson University's CUFAN
computer system.
"The children will talk by
computer and exchange messages
and results with other children
through CUFAN," said White.
"We can't wait to see what we're
going to get. It's very exciting."
Students will also compile
their information in their own pub·
lication entitled "Pocket Commu·
nities."
"Another major benefit being
met by REACH is a new awareness
for the students," explained White.
"We want a student's life qual·
ity to be improved," she said. "We
want them to be aware and look
outside and enjoy trees that are
blooming on their own property
and not necessarily have to go to
Paris to do it. We want them to look
at the world differently and to preserve many passing traditions."
Although the program is
planned for a three year run, it is
hoped to be extended for an additional two years, and plans for fu·
ture enhancing of the program are
already being discussed by the six
participating at Beck: Dorothy Jenkins, Pat Bradley, Linda Mathis,
Sarah Todd, Beulah White, and
Annette Sherald, administrative
liaison.
REACH is "reaching" out to
the students and White believes it's
working.
"The cream is going to rise to
the top," she said. "We're going to
find some gifted children. We're
going to fmd some gifted writers
who would've normally been overlooked if it·were not for this program:'
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